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Who 
Ginger a hen of a certain age 
 
When 

Back then 
 
Where 
A barnyard in England 
A theatre in New York 
 
What It Looks Like 
Simple 
Clean 
Dirty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Rachel Horwitz who said she would be here but she’s not 
For Alexia Zarras who is here before she’s not 

 
- kb  
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   “Deviled eggs: Since the 1800s, ‘deviling’ has meant using   
   mustard, chiles, or other seasonings to make a ‘hellish hot’ dish.” 
 
   Martin K. Gay 
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   *** 
 
   From the darkness 
   Singing 
 
  GINGER 
Salve regina matermisericordiae 
Vita dulcedo et spes nostra salve 
 
   A lightbulb snaps on 
   Ginger a hen of a certain age 
   In a wrap dress and sensible heels 
   Lightbulb in one hand and a microphone in the other 
   
   She is out of breath 
 
   The lightbulb snaps out 
 
Ad te clamamus exsules filii Hevae 
Ad te suspiramus gemente et flentes 
In hac lacrimamum valle 
 
   Lightbulb on 
   Ginger elsewhere 
   Out of breath 
   Lightbulb out 
    
Eia ergo Advocata Nostra 
Illos tuos misericordes oculos 
Ad nos converte 
 
   Lightbulb on 
   Just the lightbulb on the floor 
   Ginger serenely sits in the audience 
   Lightbulb out 
 
Et Jesum benedictum fructum ventris tui 
Nobis post hoc ex silium ostende 
 
   Lightbulb on 
   Ginger 
   Extremely out of breath 
   Extremely close to the audience 
   Lightbulb out 
 
O clemens 
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O pia 
O dulcis  
Virgo Maria 
 
   Lightbulb on 
   Ginger  
   Mic and bulb in hand 
   At center 
   She laughs like crazy 
 
Oh no 
Oh no 
No Sharon 
No Sharon 
And he 
No 
And then 
He 
No 
Sharon that is the funniest 
Sharon 
 
   By the way Ginger has a wild English accent 
 
Sharon 
You naughty little minx 
 
   To a cater waiter 
 
Oh yes 
What’s this 
A crab cake yes please thank you 
 
   Takes a crab cake 
 
Crab cake 
Sharon have one do you 
Oh a  
A vegetarian oh 
What is it that you do Sharon 
For your yes for your job 
An attorney wow 
Well well well color me impressed 
Asbestosis too 
Buco Dolores as they say don’t they 
Oh who me 
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Little Old Ginger 
I’m not a  
Certainly not an attorney that’s for sure 
I’m a hen 
Just a hen 
You look 
Confused 
Oh 
 
   To a cater waiter 
 
Oh yes 
What’s this 
A beef satay yes please thank you 
 
   Takes a satay 
 
Satay 
Sharon have one 
Oh right right sorry 
Vegetarian  
Yes  
Oh yes 
I’m a hen 
A fowl 
If you couldn’t you know 
Tell 
Feathers and all 
The beak 
The beak 
And how did you get into class action litigation 
Oh no you go ahead 
Uh huh yeah 
Uh huh 
Great question Sharon 
How did I end up at a cocktail party surrounded by human professors and attorneys 
Great question Sharon 
 
   Sighs 
 
Where to begin 
Where to 
Well I guess 
 
   Sighs 
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It really was competitive 
The Tweedys’ Farm 
Any amongst us who didn’t produce enough eggs was set to slaughter 
And made into chicken tenders 
These days after all that would come to unfold I can barely look at a  
Chicken tender or a deviled egg without becoming sick to my stomach 
None of us 
Me nor my friends Babs and Bunty and Mac 
None of us were laying many eggs and this problem was widespread on the farm 
It was a dry spell 
The Tweedys greedy moneymakers they were 
Weren’t selling eggs were they 
Because we weren’t laying eggs were we  
And the Tweedys said they were going to start selling pot pies instead 
Chicken Pot Pies 
Pot pies made from chickens 
Turn the farm to a factory ya see 
 
And all of a sudden one day 
You know 
Sitting there reading my Sartre 
Dreaming of making an escape 
My friend Bunty said 
You know Ginger there’s about a million to one chance we’ll get outta here 
We look to the sky 
Wishing we could be there you know 
As chickens are flightless birds 
Or rather limited in our ability to fly 
Did you know that Sharon did you know that 
 
   To a cater waiter 
 
Oh yes 
What’s this  
Spumanti yes please thank you 
 
   Looks back to Sharon 
   Back to the cater waiter 
 
Excuse your mouth  
I’ve been counting my drinks  
I know my limits 
I’m talking to my friend thank you 
 
   Looks back to Sharon 
   Double takes back to cater waiter 
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   Sighs 
   Knocks back the Spumanti 
 
Where was I 
Look to the sky 
And what’s flying towards us 
But a beam of light 
An absolute beam of light 
Flying 
And Mac screams from the other side of the yard 
He screams 
Nobody panic but there’s a beam of light headed straight for our coop 
 
The beam of light crashes 
Absolutely crashes 
And as the smoke clears and the dust settles 
There’s not a sound  
And then there’s breathing 
 
   Breathes into the mic 
   Away from the mic 
 
Breathing as the ray of light  
No longer a ray of light of course 
Now just a dark mass 
Rises to what seems like its feet 
And it says 
 
   Into the mic 
   American accent masculine accent  
    
Think I sprained my fucking wing 
 
   Back as Ginger 
 
This was a handsome cock wasn’t he 
Gorgeous 
Tall 
And you could tell once he got the dust off him 
Pristine white feathers mind you 
Big strong breast 
And I began to feel something I hadn’t felt in ages 
A sensation from deep within 
I squawked  
And laid an egg for the first time in months it must have been 
Bunty and Mac rush to help the poor fellow 
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And they hide him away in the chicken coop 
Don’t want the Tweedys to see him do they 
Babs asked him what his name was as she tended to his wing 
And he said 
 
   Into mic 
   Sexy accent American accent 
 
Rocky 
 
   As Ginger 
 
And Babs fainted 
And Mac asked him what brought him to our little country 
And he said 
 
   Into mic 
   Masculine accent fuck me accent 
 
Why all the beautiful English chicks of course 
 
   As Ginger 
 
And Babs fainted again 
And Bunty had been distracted so he asked Rocky to repeat himself 
And he said 
  
   Into mic 
   Rip my clothes off accent 
 
Why all the beautiful English chicks of course 
 
   As Ginger 
 
Now Sharon you have to understand that I saw right through this 
I’m a with it hen you see 
I’m with it 
I saw that he could fly 
And I said  
Look what is it 
Rocky 
And he said 
 
   Into mic 
   Fainting accent 
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Rocky 
 
   As Ginger 
 
Which caused Babs to faint a fourth time 
I said look Rocky 
If you want us to help you get back your health 
You’re going to help us fly so we can escape  
And not be made into pies 
I don’t want to be a pie 
Do you 
Doesn’t seem like the kind of life I’d want to lead 
As a pie on a shelf somewhere no thank you 
 
And you know what Sharon 
 
Hold on I need a drink 
 
   To cater waiter 
 
Will you bring me a vodka rocks splash of soda please 
Thank you 
 
   Back to Sharon 
 
And you know what Sharon 
He did 
He agreed to help us 
He trains us and he 
He trains us 
He can’t fly himself because of his wing but every day it gets better 
And every day the pressure feels more and more intense 
Because we see the Tweedys building their  
Their factory their machines and all that  
We’re all stressed out and Rocky says you know what 
Sorry he says 
 
   Into mic 
   Poppers accent 
 
You know what 
I think I’m gonna throw a little party 
You’re all too stressed 
And I’m gonna give you some relief 
 
   As Ginger 
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Can you believe that Sharon 
So casual  
Even his use of the word gonna 
We’re gonna be okay 
Bleh 
I’m gonna give you relief 
Bleh 
So sexy innit 
 
   To cater waiter 
 
Thank you 
No no I’ll cut myself off when it’s time thank you 
 
   Back to Sharon 
 
He throws us a party and we’re doing the Charleston 
And all of a sudden Rocky whips his wing sling off and 
His arm is healed 
And I pull the needle off the record and I say 
 
Tomorrow 
Tomorrow we fly 
 
The next morning we’re woken by 
    
   Sips drink 
 
This loud noise just this  
 
   Sips again 
 
This  
 
   Chugs drink 
   Makes this loud noise 
   This grating mechanical noise 
 
And Mr Tweedy we all hear him  
Or rather we see him over the noise we can’t hear him we see him come into the yard 
And he grabs 
Who does he grab but me 
To test out the machine 
Long story short 
Rocky our American Hero 
The only hero to ever have come out of Rhode Island mind you 
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He stops the machine with a rock and saves me 
We celebrate our moment of reprieve 
And the next morning he’s gone  
Fled absolutely fled 
Left nothing behind but a note saying he’s 
That he’s a circus rooster can’t actually fly that he’s just a stunt cockerel 
Shot out of cannons for the enjoyment of the masses 
And then this old horny bastard Fowler  
Cheats on his wife constantly as if we’re all not confined to the same space  
No way she doesn’t know Sharon 
She has to  
We’re all in the same coop 
Where does she think he goes when he hops off their perch at night 
Sweetie where are you going 
Out 
Just out 
Oh 
Will you be late 
I don’t know 
Oh 
Where does he think he’s going 
He tells us of his days in the Royal Air Force 
Back when they allowed 
Chickens 
And that just gave me the idea  
A Royal Air Force of our own 
A catapult 
We race absolutely race to complete the machine 
Before Tweedy finishes fixing the machine and he 
And we 
And the 
 
   To cater waiter 
 
Another round please 
 
   To Sharon 
 
We finish our machine as soon as he fixes his 
And he comes to get us but we attack you see 
Tie him up  
Tie him up and 
 
   Eyes glaze over 
 
Don’t you love this song 
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   Dances a little 
   Like she’s on Mad Men or something  
 
Where are you going 
We tie him up and we launch our plane 
We say our prayers for a safe flight 
Remember O Most Gracious Virgin Mary  
That never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection  
Implored your help or sought your intercession was left unaided 
And all of that 
And somehow  
A feat of physics and a dues ex machina 
Mrs Tweedy ends up in the safety valve of the pie machine 
And it explodes and covers Mr Tweedy in gravy and metal bits 
 
And you see we fly to safety 
And pick up Rocky along the way 
 
   Into mic 
   Thanks babe accent 
 
Thanks babe 
 
   As Ginger 
 
Thank goodness Babs was buckled in that time 
She would have fallen right out the plane wouldn’t she 
 
And we land 
Bumpily 
In a forest 
And we’re not sure how far away from the farm we are so we run 
We run we run we run 
Until it’s dark 
 
   Lightbulb out 
   Singing 
    
Salve regina mater misericordiae 
Vita dulcedo 
 
   Lightbulb on 
   Ginger badly out of breath 
   Lightbulb out 
   Lightbulb on 
   Back to Sharon 
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We eventually come to a clearing in the wood 
A little dell 
And we decide this is where we shall live 
And we do 
We live  
Safely 
And I chastise Rocky for fleeing and he apologizes 
And we have little hens little little hens 
 
   To cater waiter 
 
Oh yes  
What’s this 
Deviled egg 
Deviled egg no I  
I  
 
   Hand over mouth 
   Is she going to be sick 
 
I can’t bear to look at a deviled egg 
I 
Just another drink please 
 
   Back to Sharon 
 
Now where were we 
Oh 
Yes 
How I got invited to this cocktail party 
Well Sharon 
We were invited 
Can’t a chicken be invited to a party 
Can’t she 
 
   The lightbulb snaps out 
    
   End of Play 

 


